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Most helpful customer reviews

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
So great, I bought it twice. Oops!
By Amy E. Henry
I had to purchase this for a class last year, and found it extremely helpful in understanding the works
included because of the detailed introductions and headnotes for each author. But when the class was done, I
sold the book for the refund. Big mistake, because another class ended up requiring it this semester.

So, I bought it again. It is a mammoth book. About 3" thick and densely packed with material (it had
previously been a two-book set years ago). Even though having one book is convenient, it is really a beast to
lug around.

Everything is positive about this book except the paper is very thin, almost like a vellum, so notetaking is
difficult. On the other hand, you can sell it back for almost what it cost, so it was cost effective, even buying
it twice! I think I will end up keeping this as a reference as it's so comprehensive.

It's highly footnoted, which means Beowulf actually made sense, but The Fairie Queen was still next to
impossible!

58 of 59 people found the following review helpful.
It's a keeper!
By Scarletpen
The 8th edition of the Norton Anthology of English Literature is edited by Greenblatt and contains "the
major authors" only. This thorough overview of the genre ranges from 15 c. Anglo Saxon literature
(including Seamus Heaney's translation of "Beowulf") to some contemporary British literature (including
work by JM Coetzee and Salman Rushdie). The selections are good ones and do not seem to suffer from a
single editorial point of view or tone (unlike the Penguin survey edition of modern literature that is, frankly,
a complete downer). This Norton edition includes classics such as John Donne's "Meditation 17", Swift's "A
Modest Proposal", Stevenson's "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde", an excerpt from Mary
Wollstonecraft's "A Vindication on the Rights of Women", "Virginia Woolf's "A Room of One's Own" and
so on (it might be a bit thin on the ladies but what is included is the good stuff). As an English teacher and
probable reference freak, I am pleased with it.

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
The major authors only.
By Adam J. Mendoza
I'll keep this review short.

I was surprised that this was a single volume. Just be aware that this is not the complete version of four
books into one but rather just "The major authors".

If you want the complete version, you have to buy the multiple volume version.

See all 90 customer reviews...
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